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The way was strewn with dead and dying; onr march
was slow and silent. The remains of the infantry of the
guard formed a small square, within which went the Emperor's
carriage. He had Murat beside him. On December 5th, after
issuing his twenty-ninth bulletin, which threw Prance into a
state of dismay, Napoleon left the army at Smorgony, and
set out for Paris. At Ochmiauy he was nearly carried off by
Cossacks. His departure produced a great effect on the
troops : some blamed him for deserting them; others approved
the course as the sole means of saving France from civil war
and an invasion by our so-called allies, most of whom were
only awaiting a favourable moment to declare against us.
'They would not dare to stir when they heard that Napoleon
had re-entered his realm, and was organising a new army.
This was the view which I shared, and events showed the
justice of it.the sons of a
